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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  1944. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  leg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944 

for  your  consideration.  It  is  again  an  abridged  report  in 

accordance  with  Circular  10/44.  15/2/44. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been  generally  speak¬ 
ing  good,  no  serious  epidemics  having  occured. 

Population.  The  estimated  population  of  the  area  (mid  1944)  w^as 

15,840.  An  increase  over  the  peace  time  figure. 

Statistics . 

Birth  Rate  .  16,2  per  1000  as  compared  w'ith  14,1  per  1000 

last  year. 

Death  Rg.te  .  14,4  per  1000  as  compared  with  11,8  per  1000 

last  year. 

Infantile  Mortality.  61  per  1000  as  compared  with  39  per 
1000  la,st  year. 

Tuberculosis  (  a.ll  forms).  568  per  million  as  compa.red  with 
560,  428,  577,  822,  345  per  million  in  1943,  1942,  1941,  1940 
and  1939,  respectively. 

Infectious  Diseasea40  cases  of  Scarlet  Pever  were  notified  a.s 
compared  with  131  cases  in  1943. 

Diphtheria .  Tw^o  cases  were  notified,  one  adult  and  one  child,  who 
had  not  been  immunised.  Ho  deaths  w'ere  recorded. 

The  Immunisation  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued 
Last  year  184  children  under  15  years  were  inoculated,  121  being 
under  5  years  of  a,ge , 

Cerebro-Spinal  Pever.  Two  cases  w'cre  notified  as  compared  with 

none  last  year.  One  child,  will  require  specia.!  educa.tion  as 
a  result  of  nerve  deafness  following  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis .  31  new  cases  in  the  area  w'ere  notified  as  compa,red 

with  a,  yearly  average  of  23  from  1940-1943  Some  of  those 

were  transferred  into  the  area  from  other  pa.rts  of  the  country. 

Water  Supply,  The  water  supplied  by  the  Stroud  District  Water 

Board  is  tested  regularly  and  is  found  to  maintain  its  high 
quality.  In  only  a  few  outlying  pa.rts  of  the  area  have  wells 

and  springs  to  be  relied  upon  for  a  supply,  but  these  are 
gradually  being  replaced  by  a  main  supply,  when  v;ithin  a  reason¬ 
able  distance. 

Housing .  The  Council  is  v;eli  aware  of  the  need  of  houses  for  the 

wording  classes  in  the  district,  not  only  to  meet  the  ordinary 
needs,  but  also  to  re-house  those  living  in  rooms  under  over¬ 
crowded  conditions,  and  in  out  of  date  insanitary  dwellings 
awaiting  demolition.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  acquire 

suitable  sites,  which  a,re  not  numerous  in  the  area,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  nr.terial  progress  will  be  made  in 
this  respect.  ^ 

Sewerage .  Wartime  conditions  a,nd  increase  of  population,  due  to 

industry  and  evacuated  persons  and  departments  have  put  a 
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severe  strain  on  the  already  overloaded  severs  and  sewer¬ 
age  disposal  works  constituting  a  potential  danger  to  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  therefore  pleasing  to  be  able  to 

report  that  the  Scheme  for  now  sewers,  both  main  and 
internal  is  well  in  hand,  the  Public  inquiry  having  already 
been  hold. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Serva.nt, 

iTicholas  D.  Duns  combe. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


July  1945. 


